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by Rosa Parks with Jim Haskins

Teacher’s Guide
for the unabridged audiobook

Introductory Material

Summary:
Rosa Parks was born in the segregated south, where racism was not only a way of life, but the law. In 1955, Ms. Parks
was arrested when she refused to give up her seat on an Alabama bus to a white man. Her act of defiance fueled the
Montgomery bus boycott, which in turn launched the nonviolent civil rights movement that would eventually end segre-
gation in America. This is Rosa Park’s story, in her own words.

Themes:
Civil Rights, the South, Segregation, Civil Disobedience

About the Author: Rosa Parks
Rosa Parks was a seamstress in Montgomery, Alabama when she began her work in the civil rights movement. Afraid for
her family’s safety after her famous arrest, she and her husband moved to Detroit, Michigan. There, Ms. Parks began
work as a secretary in U.S. Representative John Conyers’ (D-Michigan) office, a job she retired from in 1988. She also
served on several boards and created programs to educate young people about the civil rights movement. She died in
Detroit on October 24, 2005 and has left a lasting legacy.

Objectives:
By the conclusion of this audiobook, students should be able to do the following:

1. Identify the setting of a story and discuss the impact of the setting on the characters and plot.

2. Describe a character using evidence from conversations, tone of voice, physical descriptions, and actions.

3. Recognize and evaluate cause and effect relationships between characters.

4. Recognize how the narrator’s voice pitch, speed, and tone affect the meaning of the story.

5. List the conflicts in the story.
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Preparation Questions

Warm Up Questions:
Use before beginning the audiobook.

1. What is racial segregation? When did it officially end in America?

2. What do you know about Rosa Parks?

3. Do you think the actions of one person can make a difference to large numbers of people? Explain.

4. Who is Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and what did he accomplish?

5. How would you feel if you were treated differently from others because of something like the color of your skin,
eyes, or hair? Have you ever treated someone differently for any of these reasons? Explain.

6. Do you think you could do what you thought was right, even if it meant going to jail or people treating you badly?

Establishing a Purpose for Listening:
Present before each chapter or section. Students should be alert for answers as they listen.

I Get Arrested
What is segregation? What happened to people who broke the segregation laws? Where did blacks have to sit on buses?

How I Grew Up
Where was Rosa Parks born? What did her parents do for a living? What sort of school did Rosa Parks go to?

We Stay Off the Buses
What is a boycott? Who was the woman who called for a boycott of the Montgomery buses? How did people get to
work without riding the buses?

Since the Boycott
Why did Ms. Parks move from Alabama? What city did she move to? What is the name of the movement Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. led?

Extending the Lesson:
Use these cross-curricular activities for individual assignments or for collaborative work.

1. Social Studies: Look at old news reports of what life was like for black people in America when Ms. Parks was
arrested. Write a report on what you think has changed in race relations since then and what has stayed the same.

2. American History: Discuss how Ms. Parks’ one act of civil disobedience began a larger movement, which changed
the entire country.

3. Language Arts:Write a short essay about someone whose courage you admire.

4. Geography: Locate on a map of the United States those states where segregation was part of the law in 1955.

5. Debate: Ms. Parks asked the white policeman who arrested her, “Why do you push us black people around?” he
did not have answer. What were some of the arguments used to justify segregation and keep it in place? What
were the arguments the civil rights workers used against it?
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After Listening:
I Get Arrested

1. Who were the front seats of buses reserved for?

2. What did blacks have to do if the front seats were filled?

3. What happened when Rosa did not give up her seat on the buses?

How I Grew Up

1. Where was Rosa Parks born?

2. Who was Rosa named for?

3. What did Rosa’s mother do for a living?

We Stay Off the Buses

1. Who came up with the idea of a boycott?

2. Who decided Mr. Nixon’s and Dr. King’s lawsuit?

3. How long did the boycott last?

Since the Boycott

1. Where did Rosa move after the boycott?

2. What is the name of the movement Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. led?

3. How did Ms. Parks continue her work for civil rights after she left Alabama?
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General Questions:
Use after listening to the entire audiobook.

1. Story Perspectives:What were Ms. Parks’ reasons for not obeying the bus driver and giving up her seat on the bus?

2. Plot Analysis:What did the Montgomery bus boycott accomplish?

3. Interpreting the Setting: Describe what Montgomery was like at the time of Ms. Parks’ arrest.

4. Compare and Contrast: How were black people treated differently from white people in the South in 1955?

5. Evaluating Outcomes:What changes have occurred as a result of the civil rights movement? How is life in
America different from 1955 because of it?

Name:

Date: Period:
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Comprehension Quiz

1. How many policemen arrested Rosa?
a. one
b. two
c. four

2. How many nights was Rosa in jail?
a. three
b. zero
c. ten

3. What was the total fine Rosa was ordered to
pay by the judge?
a. $100
b. $20
c. $14

4. In what year was Rosa born?
a. 1955
b. 1913
c. 1933

5. What did Rosa’s father do for a living?
a. schoolteacher
b. minister
c. built houses

6. Where did Rosa live as a child?
a. in the city
b. on a farm
c. in an apartment

7. How many rooms were in Rosa’s school?
a. ten
b. one
c. fifty

8. How did Rosa and her classmates get
to school?
a. walked
b. took the bus
c. rode in a car

9. What was the name of Rosa’s husband?
a. Raymond
b. Franklin
c. James

10. Where did Rosa move after she married?
a. Montgomery
b. Pine Level
c. Birmingham

11. Who organized the meeting at the church
where Dr. King spoke?
a. E.D. Nixon
b. Jo Ann Robinson
c. Raymond Parks

12. What day did the boycott start?
a. Christmas Day
b. December 5
c. September 1

13. What year did Rosa get married?
a. 1932
b. 1912
c. 1955

14. What was Rosa’s favorite pastime with
her grandparents?
a. fishing
b. cooking
c. reading

15. What reason did Rosa give for not giving up
her seat on the bus?
a. She was tired from her job.
b. She was tired of giving in.
c. She wanted to start the boycott.

Answer column

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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Answer Key:

After Listening:
I Get Arrested
1. white people
2. give up their seats
3. She was arrested.

How I Grew Up
1. Pine Level, Alabama
2. her grandmother
3. She was a schoolteacher.

We Stay Off the Buses
1. Jo Ann Robinson
2. the Supreme Court
3. a year

Since the Boycott
1. Detroit, Michigan
2. the civil rights movement
3. She gave speeches and joined the civil rights marches.

Student Worksheet:

1. B

2. B

3. C

4. B

5. C

6. B

7. B

8. A

9. A

10. A

11. A

12. B

13. A

14. A

15. B


